REGULAR MEETING
PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 @ 4:00 PM
BELVEDERE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
450 SAN RAFAEL AVENUE
BELVEDERE, CALIFORNIA
AGENDA
OPEN FORUM
This is an opportunity for any citizen to briefly address the Parks and Open Space Committee on any matter that
SCHEDULED ITEMS
does not appear on this agenda. Upon being recognized by the Chair, please state your name, address, and
limit your oral statement to no more than three minutes. Matters that appear to warrant a more lengthy
presentation or Committee consideration may be agendized for further discussion at a later meeting.
1. Approve minutes of the July 11, 2019 regular meeting.
2. Comments from the Chair – Bryan Kemnitzer.
3. Staff Reports – Robert Zadnik, Public Works Manager.
a. Report on project status for Golden Gate Lane
b. Report on project status for Artists’ View Lane
4. Reports from subcommittees.
5. Old Business.
a. Continued Discuss of Five Corners and volunteer planting success.
b. Continued discussion on Community Park Playground update (see attached renderings).
6. Future Items
a. Consider appropriate public acknowledgement to the citizens at 101 Golden Gate Avenue who are
donating the water for the new plantings.
b. Consider the installation of a water meter at the 5 Corners planting location in the FY 20/21 budget.

ADJOURN
NOTICE: WHERE TO VIEW AGENDA MATERIALS
Staff reports and other writings distributed to the Committee, including those distributed after the posting date of this agenda, are
available for public inspection at Belvedere City Hall, 450 San Rafael Avenue, Belvedere. To request automatic mailing of agenda
materials, please contact the City Clerk at
(415) 435-8913.
NOTICE: AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
The following accommodations will be provided, upon request, to persons with a disability: agendas and/or agenda packet materials
in alternate formats and special assistance needed to attend or participate in this meeting. Please make your request at City Hall or
by calling (415) 435-3838. Whenever possible, please make your request four working days in advance.

Posted: September 9, 2019

REGULAR MEETING
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019, 4:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
450 SAN RAFAEL AVENUE, BELVEDERE, CA
MINUTES
______________________________________________________
COMMITTEE PRESENT:

Chair Bryan Kemnitzer, Kathy Pearson, Jean Bordon, Barbara
Winter, Carolyn Lund and Anne-Marie Walker

COMMITTEE ABSENT:

Alison Seaman

OTHERS PRESENT:

Senior Maintenance Worker Gerhard Mr. Laufer, Public Works
Manager Robert Mr. Zadnik and Office Coordinator Christina
Cook

These minutes are intended to reflect the general content of the regular meeting. An audio file of
the meeting is available on the City website at www.cityofbelvedere.org
CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR MEETING
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.
OPEN FORUM
No one from the public wished to speak.
SCHEDULED ITEMS
1.

Approved minutes of the May 9, 2019, Regular Meeting.
Approved minutes of the June 06, 2019, Special Meeting. Approved with an update on
Committee Member Walkers comments.

2.

Comments from the Chair.
Chair Kemnitzer noted that the Artists’ View Lane proposal has not gone to City Council
but should be on August consent calendar. Chair Kemnitzer commented that he is hoping
that everyone works together on the Artists’ View Lane project.
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3.

Nominations and election of committee Chair and Vice Chair.
Committee Member Winter nominated Chair Kemnitzer to continue as Chair. Committee
Member Bordon seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Committee Member
Winter nominated Vice Chair Pearson to keep her position. Chair Kemnitzer seconded and
the motion passed unanimously.

4.

Staff Reports.
Public Works Manager Mr. Zadnik reported on the following topics:
Mr. Zadnik had nothing at this time and stated that his comments would be addressed in
Old Business. Chair Kemnitzer instructed Mr. Zadnik to go ahead and report now.

5.

Old Business
a. Continued Discussion of Golden Gate Lane: Update from Public Works Manager
Mr. Zadnik on construction progress and planned ground breaking ceremony.
Construction has been ongoing at Golden Gate Lane for about 2 weeks. There was
on a short break but now they are back work. Construction is going well.
Unforeseen obstacles such as utility lines and tree stumps have slowed down the
project a bit but not significantly. The City is looking to schedule the ground
breaking ceremony on Wednesday, July 24, at 4 pm. Time is flexible, the date not
as much based on the availability of the more significant donors. Mr. Zadnik stated
that the date could be changed at the discretion of the Committee.
Some discussion by Chair Kemnitzer if July 23 was available for the
groundbreaking ceremony and Mr. Zadnik answered he felt the week of July 22
seemed pretty open. Chair Kemnitzer was asked if he was unavailable and he stated
that he had not been invited. It was asked what the status of the site would be like
and what the plan for the groundbreaking ceremony was. Mr. Zadnik reported the
site should look like a blank slate. The ceremony would take place at the bottom of
the new Lane on Belvedere Avenue. The road will be closed and there will be a
microphone for the Committee Chair and whomever else would like to speak. There
was additional discussion with Mr. Zadnik on the undergrounding that will take
place in the area and how it will affect the removal of the pole that is in the middle
of the lane during construction. Mr. Zadnik assured the Committee that his planning
has taken the undergrounding project into consideration.
b. Continued discussion of Community Park Playground Update and news from
Mr. Zadnik
Mr. Zadnik is working with Playground Resident Committee to develop scope of
work for the Community Park playground remodel. The reduction in size of the
sandbox is a contentious issue. It is a 50/50 split within the committee if the
sandbox is removed completely. Mr. Zadnik also reported that subcommittee would
like to see a series of fabric shade sails to keep in line with Belvederes nautical
history. The subcommittee also unanimously wants to see a bocce court installed.

Minutes of the Parks & Open Space Committee Meeting
Thursday, July 11, 2019
Page 3 of 5
City Council will ultimately make the final decision if the sandbox will be removed.
If the sandbox gets completely taken away will be replaced with an equal or better
attraction. RHAA Architects have been hired by The City and are working with the
Committee on the redesign of the sandbox. They will be offering some alternative
options. Water features were mentioned by The Committee. Mr. Zadnik
commented that water features are nice but expensive. Renderings from the firm
will be shown at the Concert in the Park this Sunday, July 14, and open for public
comment. Three renderings will be on easels in Community Park for viewing.
Committee Member Walker commented that she was concerned of showing RHAA
Architects renderings to public before the Parks an Open Spaces Committee had a
chance to review them. Mr. Zadnik then passed around the renderings that will be
provided to the concert goers. Committee Member Lund asked how much was spent
on the renderings. Mr. Zadnik reported $2500.00 had been spent. There was some
discussion about different rubber matting products and replacements for sand.
Committee Member Lund asked how many people are on subcommittee and Mr.
Zadnik reported around 7 attendees at the last meeting. The Committee liked the
renderings and the fact RHAA Architects seem to be leaning toward a more natural
playground. The Committee would like the Architects renderings included in next
agenda packet.
c. Final 2019-20 Fiscal Year budget review
Mr. Zadnik provided copies of the budget and with items related specifically to the
Parks & Open Spaces Committee. Mr. Zadnik briefly reviewed the following line
items;
Lanes Initiative Program - Artist View Lane budget, lane maintenance and minor
repairs $200,000.00. This is comprised of matching funds, $1.00 for every $2.00
raised by residents. That equals $600,000.00 for the Artists’ View Lane project if
the community to raises the $400,000.00. Chair Kemnitzer brought up that the cost
could as well be substantially less and Mr. Zadnik agreed.
Lane Maintenance/Minor Repairs – Carry over from last year, used for handrail
repair and existing stairs that are deteriorating. These repairs could be done by crew
or hired out.
Lane Design & Engineering – Used for pre-engineering work necessary for next
lane project.
Miscellaneous Maintenance & Improvements – Used for small, emergency repairs.
Committee Member Seaman suggested a new retaining wall in Centennial Park and
Mr. Zadnik plans to install one next year. These funds can be used for the
Centennial Park project.
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Committee Member Walkers asked Mr. Zadnik about the budget for tree removal
and replacement. He advised that was not in the budget sections he was reviewing
but that $42,000.00 had been allocated for that cause.
Committee Member Lund asked about converting streetlights to LED and wanted
to know if the Miscellaneous Maintenance & Improvements budget could be used
for this cause. Mr. Zadnik believes a LED project should be its own line item as it
will be this entire budget and maybe more. Chair Kemnitzer noted that the LED
project was more a City Council item thank a Parks & Open Spaces agenda item
and Mr. Zadnik agreed.
Mr. Zadnik commented that there is a San Rafael Avenue Seawall Landscape mulch
budget line item available
It was brought up that the Committee would like to know if contracting out work
has been beneficial to The City. Mr. Zadnik referred to Mr. Laufer. Mr. Laufer said
he felt the parks were looking 100% better than they were 5 years ago. The
community benefits from contracting out.
Mr. Zadnik pointed out two additional budget line items;
Community Park Water Well - Well production is in decline and The City is
working with a well drilling company and exploring new location closer to the park.
Replacement of Community Park Rubber Matting - $80,000.00
d. Continued Discussion of planting at Five Corners:
Chair Kemnitzer stated that he has heard from people as to what progress is and
would like Mr. Zadnik to give a progress report. Mr. Zadnik reported plants are
here and irrigation is installed but has not been tested. After the plants are planted
then The City will work on the irrigation system leaks and holes. Chair Kemnitzer
asked when and how the work day is to be completed. Mr. Zadnik stated that the
Committee can decide that now. The site will be prepped with holes dug and
flagged by the architect. Volunteers will be setting plants and filling with soil. Chair
Kemnitzer wanted to know how many plants there are. Mr. Zadnik said 48 lavender
60 lantanas of the 1 gallon size. Chair Kemnitzer wanted to know how many
volunteers would be needed. Mr. Zadnik said he thought 10 people planting 10
plants each. Kemnitzer called for volunteers, and received 5 from the group. The
Committee decided on August 1, 2019 at 9 A.M.
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6.

Future Agenda Items
Continued discussion of trash management strategy for Community Park and review of
trial trash containers.
Mr. Laufer reported he spoke to the trash company and they advised that if the recycle
can has 1 piece of garbage in it they will not pick it up. We removed the recycle can and
replaced with 2 general waste cans. The problem has been solved.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM.
THE FOREGOING MINUTES were approved at a regular meeting of the Parks and Open Space
Committee on September 9, 2019 by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

APPROVED: __________________________
Bryan Kemnitzer, Chairman
ATTEST: _________________________________
Robert Mr. Zadnik, Public Works Manager

WATER SCULPTURE
FREITAS PARK

Leo Ararca plays in the water sculpture at"Freitas Park in
San Rafael during triple-digit heat on Sept. l , 2017.
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