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From the City Manager

January 3, 2014

Mary Neilan
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) was established by Congress in 1968
to provide affordable flood insurance to properties determined to be at risk of
flooding. Communities such as Belvedere that wished to make that coverage
available to their residents agreed to impose regulations on new construction (and on
significant improvements to existing structures) to limit damage in a flood event.
About 40% of the properties within Belvedere city limits are in a FEMA designated
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) and are subject to the requirements of the NFIP.
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The NFIP insures properties throughout the nation and in recent years has had to
borrow more than $20 million from the U.S. Treasury to pay claims due to the
damage caused by hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Sandy. In an effort to provide
financial stability for the NFIP and (a means of repaying that debt), Congress
passed the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012, which set in motion
a serious of rate increases that will reduce and eventually eliminate the current
subsidized rates. Premiums will be set that more accurately reflect the real risk of
flooding and cost of claims filed. The first rate increases (affecting newly purchased
properties, second homes, businesses and repetitive loss properties) went into effect
in 2013.
Over the next five years, property owners being charged less than the “full risk
rate” (grandfathered or Pre-FIRM properties) may see their premiums go up by
20%-25% per year. In addition, normal annual rate increases previously capped at
10% will now be allowed to go up as much as 20%, thanks to Biggert-Waters. A
proposal to delay these increases is currently being debated in Congress and could
be acted upon by next month.
So what is the “full risk rate” for flood insurance on your home? Future premiums will
be determined in large part by your home’s current elevation. The lower your home
sits relative to Base Flood Elevation (the water level during a 100 year flood as
determined by FEMA), the higher your premium. Going forward, homes that are at
or above BFE will be eligible for the most favorable rates. A licensed surveyor or
engineer can determine your home’s elevation and an insurance agent can use that
information to calculate your future rate.
For more information, see the following websites:
http://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance-reform-act-2012
http://www.npr.org/2014/01/01/258706269/federal-flood-insurance-programdrowning-in-debt-who-will-pay
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PG&E Energy Summary: Belvedere 2005-2012

Belvedere-Tiburon Recreation
Presents the...

Father-Daughter
Valentine’s Dance

PG&E recently released their Energy Summary Report for Belvedere after
monitoring energy use in the City from 2005 to 2012. Among the
highlights in the report is the overall downward trend of energy use
among both residential and non-residential properties, measured at
–7.7%. For residential properties, energy use has decreased by an
average of –4.6%, with a –4.5% decrease in electricity and –4.7%
decrease in gas usage. Non-residential properties showed an astounding
decrease in average energy use at –46.9%, with a –18.5% decrease in
electricity and –63.3% decrease in gas usage.

Friday, February 7th
7 PM - 8:30 PM
Belvedere Community Center
This evening begins with a
flower being presented to
each young lady and picture
taken of the father and
daughter(s) as a memento of
the occasion. A dessert buffet
will be served and daughters
can enjoy creating a special
valentine craft. Guests will
enjoy dancing to the music
provided by a DJ. Semiformal attire is encouraged.
$50 per couple/ $15 per
additional daughter.

Another highlight of the report was the increase in the number of solar
arrays in the City. Between 2005 and 2012, 47 photovoltaic systems were
installed in Belvedere, with the majority installed in residential homes.

For more information on this
event or to sign-up, call
Belvedere-Tiburon Recreation at
(415) 435-4355

For more suggestions to reduce your home or business energy consumption,
please visit the PG&E website at www.pge.com.
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Public Works: Annual Storm
Preparation and Maintenace
In the months before the rainy season and prior to major storm
events, the Public Works Department works diligently to keep
Belvedere residents safe. During the leaf drop season and
following wind events, the debris on the ground causes
problems by collecting on storm drain inlets and causing
blockages. To prevent flooding, the Public Works crew
inspects all storm drains and cleans
inlet grates to prepare the system to
Senior Maintenance Worker Gerhard Laufer
accept water. Prior to and during
clears storm drains to prepare for rain.
rain events, the Public Works crew
patrols the drainage system to ensure leaf accumulations are removed before a
flooding problem occurs. Throughout the rainy season in addition to the
scheduled sweeping on Thursdays, the street sweeper targets specific areas
around town in an effort to collect leaf material that could possibly wash onto
the grates and into storm drains causing a flooding situation in off hours.
Additionally, staff monitors “hot spots” that require more frequent maintenance
during these peak rain events to keep from flooding due to the undersized
nature of the drainage system. Sand bag inventories are always inspected and
kept full in case of an emergency. Trucks and equipment (tractor, chainsaws,
Street sweeper targets “hot
spots” for storm prepartion.
generators and pumps) are kept fueled and ready in case of an afterhour’s
emergency call-out response by Public Works.
0

— Christmas Tree Recycling
Give your christmas tree new life by having it chipped or composted after the
holiday season. Zero Waste Marin has compiled a list of curbside and drop-off
disposal options for your tree.

Mill Valley Refuse Customers in Almonte, Alto, Belvedere, Corte Madera, Mill
Valley, Homestead, Strawberry & Tiburon may put their trees out on the curb on
any regular green-waste collection day, starting the week after Christmas. Trees
taller than 5 feet in length must be cut in half. Flocked trees are OK. All
apartment building tenants should contact their manager to set up one day for all
christmas tree collection.
Please remove all ornaments, lights, tinsel and tree stands. For more information
on tree recycling, drop-off locations, and more, please visit the Zero Waste
Marin website at:
http://zerowastemarin.org/zero-waste-101/christmas-tree-recycling/
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Marin Master Gardeners
present the
Spring 2013 talks at the

Landmarks Art &
Garden Center
Wednesday, Feb. 5
10-11 am
841 Tiburon Blvd.
Tiburon, CA 94920

“Dealing with Wildlife
in the Garden”
with
Master Gardener Brian Rafferty

Learn how to have a garden
while living with deer, rabbits,
gophers, moles, voles, squirrels
and other pests. Brian has more
than 20 years' experience as a
garden design and
maintenance specialist. He
hopes to have some fun, while
sharing his knowledge of
vertebrate pests. Bring your
questions. The public is
welcome. No charge.
Mark your calendars for two
more Master Gardener talks
on Wed., March 5 and Wed.,
April 9.
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Mark your calendars for the City of Belvedere’s

Annual Town Meeting
January 27, 2014
7:00 PM
Belvedere Community Center
Community Road
Please join us on Monday, January 27, 2014, for the 35th Annual
Town Meeting. There will be a report of the City’s activities from the
previous year given by the City Manager.
There will also be a presentation honoring the Citizen of the Year
and the Citizen Emeritus, awarded to outstanding Belvedere
citizens for their service to the City.
Come with your neighbors; All are welcome to attend!

