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Mary Neilan
The following definition was first to appear on my screen when I Googled the word
“balance”:
1. even-handed: taking into account all sides on their merits without prejudice or
favoritism
2. healthy: containing different parts in suitable quantities or suitably arranged to
produce a satisfying and effective whole
3. mentally stable: in a state of mental and emotional stability and able to make rational
judgments
The term “balance” comes up frequently in policy discussions, when competing interests
often give rise to heated debate and ultimately compromise. The definition of balance
offered here strikes me as particularly applicable as I reflect on the discussion that
preceded the City Council’s recent action to approve a budget for the upcoming fiscal
year. How to allocate those scarce public dollars to provide the greatest public benefit is
always a challenge, especially when concerns about public safety and personal security
are raised.
At issue was the question of staffing in the Police Department, in light of the recent string
of burglaries and attempted robbery in Belvedere. The Council succeeded, in my view,
at taking all opinions into account, considering all the demands for City resources and
making a rational decision to maintain existing staffing (leaving a vacant position
vacant), using directed patrol to enhance police visibility. The Council will also consider
installing cameras at the main entrances to Belvedere, similar to those that exist on
Tiburon Blvd. And Chief Seyler has offered to help residents form Neighborhood Watch
groups, an enormously successfully program utilized in many communities across the
nation.
Underlying the discussion about the number of police officers we employ was an
authentic concern about personal safety. While Belvedere remains one of the safest
communities in California, it is impossible for any city to be entirely crime free. But there
are steps we can all take to reduce the chance that a crime will occur, such as:
1. Know your neighbors. Whether by formal Neighborhood Watch or a more informal
sharing of information, the most effective security system for your home is often the
watchful eyes of those that live near you.
2. Keep cars and homes locked; avoid leaving valuables (bicycles, tools) in plain sight.
3. Report suspicious activity to the Police Department. Chief Seyler encourages
residents to call 435-3266 with (non-emergency) concerns or information.
The City Council and City Staff are committed to maintaining Belvedere’s extremely low
crime rate and sense of community. A balanced approach that includes enhanced
police visibility, prudent use of technology and wholehearted community involvement will
insure we meet that goal.
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
While Belvedere’s crime rate has
been consistently low compared
to other communities in Marin and
a strong feeling of safety is felt by
many residents, recent criminal
activity has highlighted the value
of increased vigilance at the
neighborhood level.
Neighborhood Watch groups are some the oldest
and most well-known crime prevention programs in
history, tracing their roots back to the days of
Colonial settlements when night watchmen patrolled
the streets. The modern version of the
Neighborhood Watch program has since developed
from an “extra eyes and ears” approach to crime
prevention to a more proactive, community-oriented
endeavor, providing a unique infrastructure that
brings together local officials, law enforcement, and
citizens for the protection of their communities.
Neighborhood Watch groups are typically started
when a group of residents form a small planning
committee and discuss the needs of the
neighborhood, gauge the level of interest from the
community, and identify potential issues the group

will face. Partnering with local law enforcement is
an essential step in the beginning stages of of a
Neighborhood Watch group. Researchers have
identified five steps that lead to a successful NW
program:

1. Incorporate neighborhood involvement and
identify and map out ways to deal with the crime
patterns of the area.
2. Build a partnership between local law
enforcement and residents.
3. Assess the needs of the neighborhood,
balancing the viewpoints of law enforcement and
residents.
4. Select and train an active body of volunteers that
are led by organized and motivated leaders.
5. Develop meaningful projects so that there is
constantly a goal towards which the group is
aspiring.
Residents should notify the Belvedere Police
Department at (415) 435-3266 of their interest in
starting a Neighborhood Watch group to receive
assistance from a crime prevention officer.

0

LOUIS LENZEN
Planning Commission Chairman Louis Lenzen
served his final night on Belvedere’s Planning
Commission at the regular meeting on June
17, 2014. The City appreciates Mr. Lenzen’s
10 years of service and dedication to
preserving the unique character of Belvedere.
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COYOTE SEASON
Presents

“As Time Goes By…”
A Free Community Forum in
Memory of Dr. Judy Wallerstein
Monday, June 23, 2014
2:00 — 4:00 PM
Belvedere Tiburon Library
Founder’s Room
This program has been developed for
older adults who want in-depth knowledge of services that are available in
the community and how they really
work.

Coyote pups begin coming out of
their dens in the early summer and
parents are very protective of their
young. Coyotes are naturally wary
of people, but can habituate to our
presence and the reliable food
sources we provide. The following
tips can help keep yourself and
your pets safe from unwanted
interactions with a coyote:









Thin vegetation where coyotes may den.
Don’t feed pets outside.
Pick up dropped fruit from trees.
Install motion activated lights and sprinklers.
Keep areas around BBQs and birdfeaders clean.
Pick up trash and secure garbage areas.
Walk dogs on leashes; pick up small dogs if you see a coyote.
Avoid areas where coyotes may be denning or feeding pups.

Featured topics will include:
How to Hire a Caregiver
MCIL Caregiver Registry ~ Quickmatch
Making Your Home Accessible
Complimentary snacks and beverages.
Call today to reserve your space —
seats are limited!
(415) 459-6245 ext. 17
Kathleen Woodcock
mcilkathleen@gmail.com
~Proudly Sponsored by~
The Belvedere Tiburon Library &
Wells Fargo Bank
MCIL is a community based non-profit
organization that provides services and
advocacy for seniors and people with
disabilities.

Did you miss last month’s Concerts-in-the-Park?
Don’t worry… the Belvedere Concerts-in-the-Park series runs all
summer long! Catch the next concert on:

Sunday, July 13, 4:00 PM
Belvedere Community Park
Fleetwood Mask : The ultimate tribute to Fleetwood
Mac and their music.
Concerts in the park take place from 4-6 PM. Bring a
blanket, a picnic, your family and friends, and have a great
time! Concerts are FREE to the public.
More information at: www.belvedereconcerts.org
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HAPPY
SUMMER

SAVE THE DATE!
Main Street | Downtown Tiburon | 6pm - 9pm
Mark your calendars for these upcoming

FRIDAY NIGHTS ON MAIN:
June 27 Circus Adventure
Puppet show from The Puppets & Players Little Theater (shows at 6 and
7:30 PM) + live music, jugglers, face painting and balloons.

July 25 La Dolce Vita
Celebrate the good life with latin rock fusion band Bautista + strolling
opera singers performing Italian opera favorites.

From, the City
of Belvedere
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