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Mary Neilan

Who loves to sit in traffic – No One!
And yet, those of us that live, work or play on the Tiburon Peninsula often find
ourselves enjoying the view from the comfort of our cars, delayed on our journey
by too much traffic.
There is no one cause of traffic congestion. Construction workers, service
workers, employees that commute into Tiburon or Belvedere and residents that
drive in and out of town, as well as school related traffic all contribute to the
problem. Tiburon Blvd. has a finite capacity that is exceeded numerous times
during the day, resulting in backups and headaches. Residents who can control
their schedules try to avoid the Blvd. when traffic is at its worst. But for many
residents, it is school, work, or other time certain activities that make car travel
at peak hours unavoidable.
Although they are hardly the only group impacted, Reed School District families
face a unique challenge, with students assigned to schools by grade rather than
neighborhood. As much as we encourage bike riding or walking to school, it’s
just not possible for a child to live close enough to walk or ride their bike to each
of the three schools they will eventually attend. And for families with several
children, even if their home is near one school, an older or younger child might
be too far away to safely walk or ride their bike.

TIMES AND CANCELLATIONS AND
VIEW AGENDA PACKETS ON THE

CITY’S WEBSITE.

450 San Rafael Ave.
Belvedere, CA 94920-2336
Phone: 415-435-3838
Fax: 415-435-0430
www.cityofbelvedere.org

Not surprisingly, a recent survey of RUSD parents found that the vast majority of
students arrive at school via private vehicle. But there is another option that
would reduce the number of cars on the road: ride the Yellow School Bus!
RUSD contracts with First Student to provide student bus service to Reed, Bel
Aire and Del Mar schools. The cost to ride the bus is $427/year one-way
($854/year round-trip) and is paid for entirely by the users. Only about 22% of
the RUSD student body rides the bus to and/or from school. In response to a
survey question as to why more families do not use the bus, cost was identified
as the primary deterrent.
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HIGHWAY 101 LANE CLOSURE
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At their last meeting, the City Council agreed to join
with Tiburon to fund a one-year pilot program to
subsidize the cost of a bus pass, in hopes of
overcoming that obstacle for families and
encouraging them to use the bus and reduce the
number of cars on Tiburon Blvd. (Those RUSD
families that have already purchased bus passes for
the year will benefit from the subsidy as well, which
is only fair.) Reducing traffic on Tiburon Blvd.
provides a public benefit for the entire community,
justifying the expenditure for the City and Town.

Monday, July 28 — Thursday, July 31
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
and

Friday, August 1
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
At the right turn lane from the northbound
offramp in Larkspur, located just off East
Sir Francis Drake Blvd.
Road crews will shut down one lane of a Highway
101 offramp to accommodate the Central Marin
Ferry Connection Multiuse Pathway Project,
designed to enhance non-motorized transportation
in Marin County.
Marin DPW requests that drivers use caution when
travelling through the construction zone, observe the
signs and please slow down.

RUSD has notified parents and given them until
August 8 to purchase a bus pass. If at least 360 new
one way trips are sold by that date, the program will
go forward and everyone will benefit from improved
traffic. The City, Town and School District will then
begin to strategize about long term financing, so the
improved traffic conditions can be sustained for the
long term. If there are not 360 new trips sold by
August 8, the program will be cancelled and bus
riders will continue to pay full price.
Please
check
the
RUSD
website
(www.reedschools.org) for all the details about the
program, including the new bus routes for Reed and
Bel Aire students. Encourage RUSD families to take
advantage of this City/Town program, so everyone
on the Peninsula can benefit!

Sunday, August 17
4:00 PM at Community Park
Pacific Mambo Orchestra
2014 Grammy winners, Salsa, Bolero, Mambo and
Cha Cha; 19 talented musicians in one park!
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ROAD CLOSURES
You might ask yourself, why is the
Road Closed? Why today? Just
when you need it open the most?
You didn’t see the posted signs, or
you forgot. Now you have to back
up, turn around on the narrow street
and take another way around the
island just to get home. It can be
frustrating. Believe us, we know.
City staff is also impacted by Road
Closures at times.
It may seem like City Hall is always approving road
closures near your home. You may think that
contractors are granted permission to close the road
to make it convenient for them, with the end result of
making the streets of Belvedere as inconvenient as
possible to navigate. This is not true. Road Closures
are a necessity with the narrow roads in Belvedere.
City staff works hard to keep Road Closures to a
minimum and to schedule them in such a way as to
cause the least inconvenience to the general public.
Every sizeable construction project begins with a pre
-construction meeting attended by Police, Public
Works, Planning, and Building Department staff, and

contractors and/or property owners. The logistics of
the job are discussed and the need for Closures is
established. More complex projects require planning
and staging meetings where the number of closures
are discussed and agreed upon by City Staff and the
property owner. Strict limits are imposed on the total
number of closures granted to any one project.
During the course of construction, requests for
closures are evaluated and the duration is agreed
upon. City staff does not usually approve road
closures in more than one location on the same day.
And rarely closes the same street more than two
days in a row. However, occasional projects such
as Street Sealing can present challenges making it
necessary to allow road closures on multiple streets.
City staff continues to work closely with contractors
to minimize additional road closures on other
streets.
Hopefully you can appreciate the difficulty and
complexity of balancing public convenience with the
desire of property owners to improve their
properties. Please keep a look out for the Road
Closure signs and if you are unclear about a specific
Road Closure please consult the Road Closures
Calendar on the City’s website or contact City Hall at
(415) 435-3838.

SAVE THE DATE!
Main Street | Downtown Tiburon | 6pm - 9pm
July 25 La Dolce Vita
Purchase tickets at
www.tiburontaps.org

August 29 Main Street USA
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NEW DIALING PROCEDURE FOR 415 AREA CODE CUSTOMERS
In December 2013, the
California
Public
Utilities
Commission
voted to overlay a 628
area code over the
existing 415 code used
in San Francisco and
Marin County. With the
415/628 area code
overlay,
customers
must dial “1” plus the
three-digit area code
for all calls to and from telephone numbers in the
415 and 628 area codes. Customers can begin
dialing 1 + area code + seven digit telephone
numbers when making all local calls by August 16,
2014, and the new dialing procedure will become
mandatory on February 21, 2015.
You will still be able to dial only three digits to reach
911, 211, 311, 411, 511, 611, 711, and 811.

To prepare for the area code overlay, residents and
businesses in the 415 region should:
 Begin dialing 1 + area code + telephone
number for all calls and advise family and
friends to do so as well.
 Notify alarm service providers.
 Reprogram equipment including automatic
dialers, speed-dialing, call forwarding, etc.
 Ensure that security door and gate systems are
reprogrammed to dial 1 + area code +
telephone number.
 Test telephone equipment to determine if it can
dial and receive 1 + area code + telephone
number.
 Update items such as stationery, checks,
business cards, advertisements, promotional
items, brochures, internet web pages, and
catalogues to reflect the 1 + area code +
telephone number change.

More information: www.cpuc.ca.gov/areacode415.

Join us for the 19th Annual
Belvedere-Tiburon Golf Tournament
Tuesday, September 9
San Geronimo Golf Club
Player fee is $140 each or $480 for a foursome
This includes green fees, lunch before the
shotgun start, appetizers & drinks post play,
raffle, contests and lots of prizes!
To register, go to www.landmarks-society.org
and click on GOLF NOW!
Or call Landmarks at 415-435-1853.
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Belvedere Recognized by the EPA as Green
Power Community
Marin County
Board of Supervisors

Long Term Water
Supply Report
and Discussion
July 29, 2014
1:30 PM
Supervisors’ Chambers
3501 Civic Center Dr.,
Suite 330
San Rafael, CA, 94903

The City of Belvedere was recognized as a Green Power Community by the
Environmental Protection Agency again in 2014 for choosing to use Marin
Clean Energy’s (MCE) renewable power. This is the City’s second year
receiving the honor. The EPA’s Green Power Partnership is a voluntary
program that encourages organizations to use green power as a way to
reduce the environmental impacts associated with conventional electricity
use. MCE makes it possible for cities, communities, and businesses to
receive this recognition by giving customers the choice of 50% or 100%
clean, renewable power.
The City of Belvedere was instrumental in founding MCE, a public, notfor-profit electricity provider that saves customers money. MCE
customers are expected to save $5.9 million in 2014. Customers also benefit
from the increased stability of rate changes only once per year.
Most of the power MCE supplies comes from CLEAN, RENEWABLE
SOURCES such as solar, wind, bioenergy, geothermal, and hydro. MCE
also supports local Green jobs and new local renewable energy generation
with projects such as: 972 kWh of solar at the San Rafael Airport, 1 MW of
solar at a Carport Shade in Novato, and 500 kW of solar at the Novato
Cooley Quarry.
The CHEAPEST and BEST Energy is the Energy You DON’T Use. Is your
home, business, or multifamily property as energy efficient as it could be?
MCE offers information & online tools, rebates, and finance options.
Learn more at: www.mcecleanenergy.org
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