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BELVEDERE E-NEWSLETTER: OCTOBER 29th, 2021
From the City Manager Craig Middleton
While we were all thankful for some much-needed rain this past
weekend, the storm did create some impressive wave action
that overtopped the Beach Road seawall, providing a reminder
of the need to enhance our protective infrastructure. To that
end, the City Council will hold a special meeting on the City’s
critical infrastructure project (protecting utilities, access routes,
and levees) on Wednesday, November 3rd at 5:30 p.m. The
meeting will be held via Zoom and the public is encouraged to
attend. The Zoom link for the meeting can be found here.
Special thanks to the City’s public works staff – particularly Gerhard Laufer, Alberto
Carranza and Max Sandoval – for their efforts during the big rain storm. Although there
was some flooding along Cove Road, most of the City fared well. The team’s maintenance
of storm drains and catch basins, and their active involvement during the storm, really paid
off.
City staff has held an initial “kick off” meeting with the consultant group, EMC, who will be
assisting in putting together a new Housing Element for Belvedere. The Housing Element
will guide new housing development in Belvedere over the next decade. The City will hold
a number of well-publicized public meetings to understand priorities and concerns of
Belvedere residents as they relate to housing. The Element must be completed by
January 2023; it will be a major undertaking over the next year and we welcome your
involvement.
Before the holidays arrive, perhaps take a moment to replenish your household’s “go
bags” – an easy way to be sure you’ll have essential items ready to go in the event of an
emergency. For information on what to include in your go bag, here is a useful checklist.

Belvedere City Council Members Visit Our
Friendship City- Portofino, Italy
In September, Mayor James Campbell and Councilmember Steve
Block traveled to Italy at their own expense and had several
meetings with mayor Matteo Viacava and the City Council of
Portofino, Italy. They discussed some potential cultural exchange
programs for the coming years.
The Mayor of Portofino has offered to find positions for Belvedere

sailors on competing yachts in the Portofino Rolex Trophy Yacht Race. He also
encouraged Belvedere to organize an all-Belvedere team, and to hold a blind wine tasting
challenge between Belvedere vineyard owners and local vintners in Liguria.
Portofino looks forward to deepening the ties between our cities now that the crisis of
COVID is starting to resolve.

Councilmember Block, Mayor Viacava, Mayor
Campbell, and Vice Mayor Giorgio D'Alia

Councilmember Block, Vice Mayor Giorgio D'Alia,
and Mayor Campbell

Belvedere Community Foundation's 2021
Photo Contest
The Annual Belvedere Community Foundation Photography
Contest is accepting entries. This year's categories are:
Architecture, Black and White, Landscapes, Reflections of
2021, and Wildlife. The Contest is open to everyone ages 5
and up. All photographs must be taken somewhere on the
Tiburon Peninsula and reflect our life on the peninsula.
2020 photo winner Joan Moir's Pelicans.

Entries will be accepted through November 3rd, 2021, and winners will be announced
November 18th at the BCF Annual Meeting. You can upload your photos and find the
complete set of rules on the Belvedere Community Foundation Website.
Join in and share the beautiful photos you've taken in the community!

Faces of City Hall: Building Inspector
Genaro Muniz
As Belvedere's Building Inspector, Genaro Muniz
determines the structural soundness of buildings and
construction projects to assure property safety and
protection of the public welfare. Genaro is always busy
with the many projects happening around the City,
especially so during the pandemic. We are fortunate to have him on the Belvedere team.
We asked him a few questions about work and life outside City Hall.
1. What might someone be surprised to know about you?
I enjoy landscaping and gardening. When I’m gardening, I enjoy growing a variety of
vegetables and experimenting with grafting fruit trees- such as plum trees, cherry trees,
peach trees- to see if I can come up with a different variety of fruit. Sometimes I have good
luck and other times no luck, but it’s still fun. I enjoy designing waterfalls and stone
benches that have areas for plants to grow. The plants I enjoy most are different types of
ferns and daisies. Building with stone is slow work which takes a lot of patience and hard
work, but it’s very rewarding when it’s done.
2. What do you enjoy most about your position at Belvedere?
Belvedere has some of the most complicated engineering and most beautiful architectural
homes in the United States, maybe the world? Building materials come from all over the

world, such as Brazilian hardwood, glass sliding doors from Sweden, beautiful stone
pavers from Italy, etc. I enjoy being part of these projects because I’m constantly learning
about new construction materials and methods, and I’m able pass on my knowledge to
other contractors. I enjoy working on projects that push me to think out of the box and to
be more creative with my own projects.
3. How long have you worked for Belvedere?
I’ve been working for Belvedere for 19 years, and I feel I've got the perfect career for
myself. When you love what you do, it’s not work.
4. What do you do when you aren’t working?
When I’m not working in Belvedere I am doing projects on one of my homes. I'm in the
garden or I’m spending time with my wife (Gayle) and family.
5. Anything else you feel like sharing?
Three years ago I married my beautiful wife (Gayle) and she happens to be my best
friend. I have four children, and one granddaughter, and Gayle has one daughter, so I’m
very fortunate and I stay pretty busy.

Nominations Now Being Accepted For Belvedere's 2021
Citizen Of The Year
The Belvedere City Council is soliciting nominations for the 2021 Citizen of the Year.
The Citizen of the Year award honors individuals who have made significant contributions
to the well-being of the City and its citizens over a number of years. These contributions
may be in any area of community service, including social service, the arts, local
government, the environment, education, etc. Normally, a contribution in a single year,
even if significant, will not be sufficient to qualify a person for nomination. Additional
criteria include:
The nominee must be a current resident and must have lived in Belvedere for 5 years.
Specific circumstances may dictate that the nominee is no longer a resident.
While community service to Belvedere is the chief criterion, significant contributions
elsewhere in Marin County and the Bay Area will be given consideration.
Normally a person will not be eligible for nomination if he or she is a current member of the
City Council or Planning Commission.
If two individuals have worked together on a number of community service activities, or are
related, and both have outstanding records of community service, they may be nominated
as a team for Citizen of the Year.
If you would like to nominate someone worthy of this honor, please send a letter detailing
your nominee’s past accomplishments and contributions, or complete and submit the
nomination form, available here, to CITIZEN OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS, CITY HALL,
450 SAN RAFAEL AVE, BELVEDERE CA 94920-2336, or email to
clerk@cityofbelvedere.org.
All nominations must be received in City Hall no later than 4:30 PM on Monday,
November 22, 2021.

Benefit for the Belvedere Tiburon Library:
Coffee Talk with Elaine Petrocelli
Join us Tuesday, Nov 16th at 10 am for a lively Zoom presentation
with Elaine Petrocelli. Elaine and her Book Passage colleagues reveal
their favorite literary picks of the year and recommend their “musthaves” for book lovers of every age and interest.

This annual tradition is now in its 32nd year and once again this special event will be held
virtually through Zoom.
The hour-long program, featuring live segments with Elaine and her Book Passage
colleagues will, no doubt, provide Library book lovers with wonderful reading ideas as well
as terrific holiday gift ideas for family and friends!
All proceeds support the programs and services of the Belvedere Tiburon Library.
For more information and to purchase tickets, visit the Belvedere Tiburon Library
Foundation.

Volunteer Opportunities!
The Belvedere City Council will soon be considering appointments to
the following committees:
Marin/Sonoma Mosquito & Vector Control District Board of Trustees
(1 seat/full term).
If you are interested in serving, please submit a letter of interest and a
brief statement of qualifications by December 6, 2021, to the Mayor at City of Belvedere,
450 San Rafael Ave., Belvedere, CA 94920-2336, or c/o clerk@cityofbelvedere.org. For
more information, call 415-435-3838.

Upcoming City Council and Committee Meetings
Special City Council Meeting
Wednesday, November 3rd at 5:30

Historic Preservation Committee
Tuesday, November 9th at 5:30

Regular City Council Meeting
Monday, November 8th at 6:30

Planning Commission
Tuesday, November 16th at 6:30

For more information on meetings and agendas please visit the City Website.

Have a Fun and Safe
Halloween, Belvedere!
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