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BELVEDERE E-NEWSLETTER: June 2, 2022
From the City Manager Craig
Middleton
As this is my last column in the City’s newsletter, I’d like to
take this opportunity to say “thank you” to each of you for
the opportunity to serve as your city manager over the past
5+ years. Belvedere is a beautiful and singular place
enlivened by terrific people. I’ve enjoyed the small-town
charm here, casual conversations at City Hall or while walking along streets or lanes, and
the strong commitment to volunteering that is so palpable here. Thank you for welcoming
me into your community. I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting you and working together.
As I hand the baton to the Council’s excellent choice for a new city manager, Robert
Zadnik, I am confident that you will be well served by his fair and professional approach to
leadership. He is familiar with the issues facing Belvedere, knows many of you through his
work here over the past six years, and will lead a highly competent staff team in service to
the City.
Some local updates: The Mallard Pointe proposal has been resubmitted and can be
viewed on the Mallard Pointe Webpage. Staff is reviewing the documents for
completeness before taking any next steps. The Playground construction is on schedule
and a ribbon cutting event is being planned for early summer. The Protect Belvedere
project will be the subject of a special public City Council meeting on Monday, June
6 at 6 pm (on Zoom). The agenda for this special meeting will be available
tomorrow, Friday, June 3rd.

Concerts in the Park Kicks off Sunday, June 19th!
Bring the family to Belvedere Park for the 25th season of Concerts in the Park on Sunday,
June 19th, Fathers' Day.
Concert begins at 4pm.
Greg Lamboy - local singer & songwriter will open the season with his guitar.

The Billy Martini Show - a lively, entertaining 70's musical tribute.
Mark your Summer calendar:
Sunday, July 17 : Tom Rigney and Flambeau
Sunday, August 14 : Contigo
Sunday, September 4 : Super Diamond

Next Week! Open Casting Call for a
Community Talent Showcase.
“LOVE LETTERS TO BELVEDERE” a Community Talent
Showcase directed by Adam Gavzer

The casting call is open to all Belvedere residents. Bring your fully formed ideas, or simply
express your interest in being involved!
We’re looking for:
Singers - Dancers - Poets - Snake Charmers
Jugglers - Slam Poets - Stupid Human Tricks
“Rock Stars” or “Diamonds-in-the-Rough”
Please register your interest here: www.LoveLettersToBelvedere.com
Once registered, you will be invited to meet the director on June 8th or 9th starting at
5:00pm at the Belvedere Community Center.
The performance will be on Saturday evening, September 3, 2022 (Labor Day
Weekend) at Belvedere Community Park.

The Annual Town Meeting: Belvedere Shows its Gratitude
for the Volunteer Work of Adam Gavzer and Ann Allen
The Annual Town meeting was an
informative event, as the state of
the City was discussed, but the
highlight of the evening was the
celebration of the 2021 Citizen of
the Year Adam Gavzer and Citizen
Emerita Ann Allen.
The event, which was held at
Community park, had been postponed from it's usually
scheduled time in January to April 25th due to COVID-19
precautions. Residents and friends came out to celebrate and
thank the two community volunteers for their countless
contributions to the well being of the community.

(Left: Citizen of the year
Adam Gavzer. Above:
Citizen Emerita Ann Allen
with Roger Felton)

Faces of City Hall: Craig Middleton
Craig Middleton took on the role of Belvedere's City Manager in
2017. On June 16th, he is retiring after 5 years with the City. We
asked him a few questions about himself, and about his time in
Belvedere.
1. What might someone be surprised to know about you?
I staffed the first congressional human rights delegation to China following the 1989
Tiananmen Square massacre. The trip was led by Nancy Pelosi.
2. What project did you most enjoy working on for the City?
I’ve really enjoyed working with citizens and experts to understand the challenges facing
Belvedere because of the vulnerability of 80-year-old levees and an unstable seawall, and
to develop a plan to protect the City from quakes and flooding. I’ve also enjoyed

developing a great staff team.
3. What is the biggest lesson you have learned from working in Belvedere.
Volunteers are what make a small town like Belvedere work and their commitment should
be celebrated often.
4. What are your plans for retirement?
Long-delayed international travel; possibly teaching at the collegiate level.
5. Anything else you feel like sharing?
I am really fortunate to have gotten to work here with the people of Belvedere and am
thankful the City Council for providing me the opportunity and for supporting me and our
staff team along the way. Thank you.
Congratulations on your retirement, Craig! You will be greatly missed.

Volunteer Opportunities!
The Belvedere City Council will be considering appointments to the
following committees:
Belvedere Planning Commission (three seats)
Belvedere-Tiburon Library Agency Board of Trustees (one seat)
Belvedere Finance Committee (three seats)
Marin County Commission on Aging (one seat)
If you are interested in serving, please submit a letter of interest and a brief statement of
qualifications by July 4th to the Mayor, c/o clerk@cityofbelvedere.org or by mail to
Belvedere City hall, 450 San Rafael Ave., Belvedere, CA 94920-2336.
For more information please email: clerk@cityofbelvedere.org

WildCare and Marin Humane: Recommendations if you
spot a Coyote
The city has been getting reports of a coyote spotted on Belvedere Island. Naturally, there
is some concern in seeing this small predator trotting among backyards and in the street.
First, the facts: Coyotes are omnivores. They eat rabbits, carrion, rodents, deer (usually
fawns), insects (such as grasshoppers), and poultry. They also eat fruit including wild
berries and plums. In the wild, coyotes are fearful of humans and will generally steer clear
of confrontations.
When spotting a coyote, WildCare and Marin Humane recommend gentle hazing to scare
off the animal. For example, waving arms and shouting or spraying the animal with a
garden hose are good methods of deterrent. They also recommend not leaving pet food
or watering bowls outside and bringing in small pets at night. Click here for additional
information.
In California, it’s illegal to kill or trap a coyote. CA Fish and Wildlife will only get involved in
cases where coyotes are aggressive. The City has contacted this agency to determine if
relocation is appropriate. Please contact the City immediately if you encounter any
aggressive wildlife.

June 7 Primary is Marin's First Election
with New Vote Centers
The upcoming primary election will be Marin County's first election
with voting based on the State's new voting model. The Voter's
Choice Act is a new law that offers voters more choices for how,
when, and where to vote. What changed? Now, all active

registered voters are automatically mailed a ballot, early voting is
expanded for more days, and voters may vote in-person at a
regional vote center.
How Does It Work?
All active registered voters will automatically be mailed a ballot
and have three ways to return it:
By mail (no stamp needed!)
At an official ballot drop box (List of drop box locations)
At a vote center
What is a Vote Center?
Voters may vote in-person at ANY vote center in Marin County.
Assigned, neighborhood polling places are replaced by regional vote centers that open at
least 3 days before Election Day. At a vote center, voters can also register to vote,
replace a lost or damaged ballot, vote early, vote with an accessible voting machine, or
request help.
The closest vote center to Belvedere is the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Tiburon
(upper Classroom 201, 240 Tiburon Blvd. Tiburon, CA 94920), which will be open for
voting June 4 - June 7, but you can vote at any vote center. Review the list of all vote
centers available to Marin County residents here.
How do I vote by Mail?
It’s easy! Voting by mail saves time, is safe, and is free! And, there are many ways to
return a vote by mail ballot:
VOTE your ballot; insert and seal it inside the mailing envelope that came with your
ballot.
SIGN the outside of the envelope; the ballot cannot be counted without your
signature!
RETURN your voted ballot by mail (to postmark on or before Election Day), OR take
it to any Vote Center or Official Ballot Drop Box.
To register to vote, or to check your registration status, visit RegisterToVote.ca.gov.

Belvedere Block Captains:
Save the Date
The next Block Captain training is scheduled for Saturday, July 9th at 10am. This will be
a real-time training where Captains will be directed to use their radio’s to report certain
tasks. This training will take place mostly from your home and outside by your nearby

neighbors.
Be on the the lookout for an email with more details to come!

Protect Belvedere Project Website
The City has developed a website on the Protect Belvedere
project, a project that will reinforce our infrastructure, protect the conduits that provide our
essential utilities, and improve our waterfront.. Please visit the Website for information on
the project.

Visit our Dedicated Housing Element Website:
Blueprint for Belvedere
We encourage all those who live and work in Belvedere to visit our dedicated Housing
Element website, www.blueprintforbelvedere.com, to learn more about the process,
share your ideas, and find more ways to get involved.

Upcoming City Council and Committee Meetings

Special City Council Meeting
June 6, 2022, 6:00 PM

Regular City Council Meeting
June 13, 2022, 6:30 PM

Construction Impact Committee Meeting
June 9, 2022, 12:00 PM

Regular Planning Commission Meeting
June 21, 2022, 6:30 PM

For more information on meetings and agendas please visit the City Website.
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