Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Sunday, June 12, 2016 8:51 AM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
Fwd: Wet winter raises concerns over tick proliferation

Late mail

Begin forwarded message:
From: John Owen
Date: June 11, 2016 at 9:25:32 PM PDT
To: Mary Neilan - City Manager <mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org>
Subject: Wet winter raises concerns over tick proliferation
Dear Mary
I understand you will be preparing various material for an informational packet to be distributed
ahead of the Council meeting on Monday June 13.
As Lyme disease is likely to become a topic for discussion during the Deer Committee agenda
item I thought you might like to consider including in the packet this article from the IJ that
appeared recently.
It is well researched and very relevant to the discussion.
With many thanks for your consideration.
John Owen

http://www.marinij.com/health/20160409/marins-wet-winter-raises-concerns-over-tickproliferation
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Marin’s wet winter raises concerns over tick proliferation
Wet winter cited as risk factor for proliferation
By Adrian Rodriguez, Marin Independent Journal
Saturday, April 9, 2016
Marla Orth of Corte Madera has been bitten three times by ticks while clearing brush
in the Alto Bowl Open Space Preserve in Mill Valley, where she has been a steward
for 25 years. The third incident, about 14 years ago, is when she suspects she
contracted Lyme disease.
“No one knows for sure how long I’ve had it,” said Orth, who saw about 15 specialists
over 11 years before she was diagnosed in 2013. She suffers from severe neuropathic
pain, joint pain and fatigue daily.
“I just kept getting sicker and sicker,” she said. “I had been telling the doctors that
something is not right.”
Marin already is a hot spot for ticks and tick-borne illnesses such as Lyme disease, and this year, after a soggy winter, the threat
could be worse, some specialists say.
“Ticks thrive in moisture,” said Linda Giampa, executive director of the Bay Area Lyme Foundation, a Palo Alto-based
nonprofit. “A lot more ticks are expected to be out this season than there have been in the last few years of the drought.”
Tick season in California is year round. Adult ticks, active from fall through early spring, are abundant in the winter, Giampa
said.
Their eggs have hatched and already “the nymphs are coming out in droves,” she said.
The young nymphs are most problematic, because they are tiny and hard to see, Giampa said.
Generally, ticks are found in grassy, brushy or wooded areas, especially around trails. They wait on blades of grass or tips of any
vegetation for a person or other animal to pass. Once on a host, the tick will find a place to attach to the skin. They feed on blood
to survive.
A tick has to be attached for about 36 hours to transmit the Lyme bacteria, so the longer the tick stays embedded the higher the
risk of disease transmission. Ticks can stay attached for many hours or several days.
Ticks on trails

Belinda Evans, a veterinarian at the Marin Humane Society, said she suspects there will be slightly more vegetation because of
the rainy months this year, giving ticks more opportunity to seek hosts in the stray or untreated animals that roam through tall
grass.
“It’s important to get ticks off of animals, and having your pets on a flea and tick repellent is best practice” she said. Evans also
recommended that pet owners use repellent sprays when on hikes or in woodsy areas.
Whenever going into open space, “be aware,” said David Herlocker, an interpretive naturalist at Marin County Parks. “There are
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always going to be ticks out there.”
He said, “People should avoid brushing up on the side of the trail, don’t walk off trail and always check yourself and your dog.”
Furthermore, he said, “ticks are easier to spot if you’re wearing light color clothing.”
Some residents said ticks have been a real nuisance this year.
Liz McCarthy said her dog Tica can’t go outside their Marinwood home without attracting hordes of ticks.
“She tends to chase animals and she runs out to the backyard, which is attached to open space,” she said. “Within minutes, I look
and she is covered. Once I got 21 ticks off of her. ... It was so gross.”
‘Prevention is key’

In 2015, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported that there are about 300,000 new cases of Lyme disease each
year. In California, infected ticks are found in 42 of the 58 counties, the main culprit being the Western black-legged tick, or
Ixodes pacificus. Its principal host is the gray squirrel.
Angie Nakan, special programs director of the Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and Vector Control District, said the district’s lab
conducts tick surveillance and disease testing in various areas within Marin, including China Camp, Mount Tamalpais and Marin
Municipal Water District lands. Samples are collected by dragging a white felt cloth against vegetation along trails. The ticks
attach themselves to the material and are transferred to vials.
In a 2012 study, about 2.3 percent of adult ticks and 3.9 percent of nymphs collected in Marin were infected with the bacterium
that causes Lyme disease. On average, about 3 to 5 percent of ticks gathered in Marin are infected, according to the district.
“The risk is not quite as high as in the East Coast, where they see can 50 to 90 percent of ticks being infected,” Nakan said.
Nonetheless, she said, “prevention is key.”
It’s a message that resonates with Orth, whose 10-year-old Labrador Ginger has also been infected by a tick bite. Her pet has
responded to antibiotics, but Orth, because she had been undiagnosed and untreated for 11 years, hasn’t been so lucky.
Orth said many insurance companies do not cover medical costs for chronic Lyme disease patients. She said with the unrelenting
disease doctor’s visits add up. “People could easily spend thousands of dollars a week,” she said.
“If I could save one person from having to endure what I have,” she said, “then it is worth it to me, to let the community know
that I am a chronic Lyme’s sufferer.”

URL: http://www.marinij.com/health/20160409/marins-wet-winter-raises-concerns-over-tick-proliferation
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Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Sunday, June 12, 2016 2:05 PM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
Fwd: Deer Sterilization

Begin forwarded message:
From: "Dexter A Roberts"
Date: June 12, 2016 at 12:45:15 PM PDT
To: <mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org>
Subject: Deer Sterilization
Mary Neilan, Belvedere City Manager
Belvedere Council Members
Relative to the agenda item on the above subject at the City Council Meeting scheduled for June 13,
2016, I would like to express my support for the efforts of the concerned citizens who have been
researching options for addressing the issue of controlling the deer population. This has been a problem
that continues to become more serious as our landscape reflects the impact of denuded roadside and
residential planted areas, especially on the Island. There has also been a proliferation of unattractive
fences, many of which I suspect has not been approved by Planning but put in place to protect
landscape investments. If there are better alternative approaches, let's hear them, but the status quo of
doing nothing is unacceptable.
Sincerely,
Dexter Roberts
10 Eucalyptus Road
Belvedere
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Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Sunday, June 12, 2016 4:45 PM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
FW: Please attend the City Council Meeting Monday evening to support the deer
project

From: Cam Baker
Date: Sunday, June 12, 2016 at 4:21 PM
To: Mary Neilan <mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org>
Cc: Claire McAuliffe, John and Dawn Owen, Kate Baker, Frank Greene
Subject: RE: Please attend the City Council Meeting Monday evening to support the deer project

I’ll be at Warriors game…Kate can you attend?
Council Members …having been plagued by the many deer on our property including
bucks and chased for years and we and our neighbors having put up fences and deer fences
we are still plagued and respectfully request the Council take action now and implement the
proposal put forth by Marshall Turner and the Committee. We definitely support it, long
overdue and many thx for your consideration.
CAM BAKER
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Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Sunday, June 12, 2016 5:47 PM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
Fwd: Deer in Belvedere

Begin forwarded message:
From: robert falltrick
Date: June 12, 2016 at 5:31:35 PM PDT
To: mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org
Subject: Deer in Belvedere
Members of the Belvedere City Council:
I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the agenda item regarding the proposal to reduce the
deer population in Belvedere. We strongly support the efforts of the ad hoc committee to
achieve this goal.
Contrary to the assertions from the Marin Humane society as printed in the Ark, people who
have lived here a while know that the deer population has grown rapidly in the last years. My
wife and I have lived in our home on Bella Vista for 30 years, and my wife grew up here so that
we, like many others, can state that prior to the last 10 years there was no problem with deer
depredations on Belvedere island. Our property, which was only protected by hedges in the past,
is now surrounded by fencing. At this level of population the deer represent (1) a health hazard
due to ticks and potential Lyme disease (2) safety issues for pets and humans. We have
personally witnessed children distressed because they could not get home due to aggressive deer
on the roadways. Pets have been hurt and killed. (3) Danger of erosion from foraging the
protective natural landscape (4) Property damage from foraging on landscaped areas.
Efforts such as the one proposed should have been enacted years ago. I would have thought that
the City and its representatives would have felt some responsibility for the welfare of its voters
and done something about this problem. Let's get started.
Sincerely,
Bob and Anne Falltrick
12 Bella Vista
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Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Monday, June 13, 2016 8:17 AM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
Fwd: Deer Sterilization Proposal

Begin forwarded message:
From: "Hansen, John T."
Date: June 12, 2016 at 2:55:03 PM PDT
To: "mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org" <mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org>
Subject: Deer Sterilization Proposal
Dear Ms. Neilan: I will be unable to attend the June 13 City Council meeting due to a scheduling
conflict. However, I have studied the agenda packet for the meeting that appears on the City's
website. My thoughts with respect to the deer sterilization proposal--as set forth in the agenda
packet--are stated below, and I ask that you please include this email in the additional materials
to be provided to each Council Member for the June 13 meeting.
I have lived at 108 Golden Gate Avenue since 1974. Over the past 42 years, I have jogged and
walked the streets and stairs of Belvedere Island on a continuous basis. Based on my near daily
observations over four decades, I can state without qualification or reservation that-notwithstanding the "opinion" of the Marin Humane Society--the deer herd on the Island has
increased significantly in size over the years, and at an increasing rate over the past decade or so.
Today, when I walk in the late afternoons/early evenings, or in the early mornings, I routinely
encounter anywhere from a half dozen to ten or more deer--usually grazing on someone's
property. It never used to be like this on the Island. Moreover, the deer exhibit little fear because
they are so used to humans. I have on numerous occasions driven right up next to them in my
car, but they continue grazing as though I am not even there. I have also encountered bucks in
the middle of the street during my walks, and on occasion have retreated because they simply
won't move. In this regard, I have spoken to several Belvedere women who have encountered
bucks while walking their dogs. Often they feel they have no choice but to retreat. In one
instance, a woman and her dog had to jump into a UPS truck that was making a delivery because
the woman felt threatened. Clearly not a good situation.
On at least three occasions in the past year, I was driving on the Island at night or in the early
morning and had to slam on the brakes and swerve to avoid hitting a deer that came "out of
nowhere" and raced across the street in front of my car. Clearly not a safe situation.
Our home has a large garden that adds to the value of our property. To protect the garden from
the deer, we have tried everything--from planting supposedly deer-resistant plants, to installing
flashing lights and noisemakers, to continuously spraying with anti-deer chemicals, to building
deer fencing--and nothing has proven to be completely successful. Even today, we find evidence
that deer have come into our driveway and have poked their mouths through the tiny gaps in our
mesh deer fence to eat our roses, while at the same time standing on and crushing the boxwood
hedge that runs along the base of the deer fence. We estimate that, to date, we have spent in
excess of $25,000 trying to fend off the deer, and we continue to spend money on sprays, fence
1

repairs and plant replacements.
In light of the foregoing, I strongly endorse the staff recommendation that the Council authorize
White Buffalo, Inc. to submit the appropriate applications to the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife and that the Council schedule a special meeting on July 27 so that Dr. Anthony
DeNicola of White Buffalo, Inc. can make a presentation and, in the process, respond to
questions that Belvedere residents and Council Members may have.
Thank you very much for your consideration of my views.
John Hansen

Sent from my iPad

The contents of this message, together with any attachments, are intended only for the use of the
individual or entity to which they are addressed and may contain information that is legally
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message, or any
attachment, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the
original sender or the Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman Help Desk at Tel: 800-477-0770, Option
1, immediately by telephone or by return E-mail and delete this message, along with any
attachments, from your computer. Thank you.
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Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Monday, June 13, 2016 10:27 AM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
Fwd: Council Meeting on Deer

Begin forwarded message:
From: Claire McAuliffe
Date: June 13, 2016 at 9:56:52 AM PDT
To: Mary Neilan <mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org>
Subject: Fwd: Council Meeting on Deer
For tonight please.
Claire McAuliffe
415-250-8218

Begin forwarded message:
From: Lawrence Wheat
Date: June 13, 2016 at 8:20:43 AM PDT
To: Frank & Barbro Greene
Cc: Claire McAuliffe
Subject: Council Meeting on Deer
Frank,
I support what the deer committee is recommending but I am unable to attend the
meeting tonight.
Over the past few years I have lost hundreds of dollars of landscaping that was
supposed to be
deer resistant. When we have droughts they will eat anything. They even ate my
ivy last year which had never happened before.
My biggest concern has been safety. Since I live on West Shore Road we have to
be especially alert to deer at night standing in the middle of the road when you
come around a curve and then there are the really scary ones that dart out between
parked cars.
Thanks for your efforts to help reduce this escalating problem.
Larry Wheat
65 West Shore Road
Belvedere, CA 94920
415-847-0841
1

Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Monday, June 13, 2016 10:28 AM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
Fwd: Council Meeting on Deer

Begin forwarded message:
From: Claire McAuliffe
Date: June 13, 2016 at 9:57:33 AM PDT
To: Mary Neilan <mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org>, Frank Greene
Subject: Fwd: Council Meeting on Deer
And another one.
Claire McAuliffe
415-250-8218

Begin forwarded message:
From: Cam Baker
Date: June 13, 2016 at 9:41:13 AM PDT
To: FPG <fpg@belcap.com>, Lawrence Wheat <larry@wheatsite.com>
Cc: Marshall Turner <turnermc@ix.netcom.com>, John Owen
<owen_john@mac.com>, Wyman Harris <boater54@aol.com>, Carolyn Hansen
<carolynhansen102@gmail.com>, John Telischak <jct@telischakco.com>, James
Campbell <jamesgcampbellsf@gmail.com>, Claire McAuliffe
<mcauliffe229@gmail.com>, "Clark Winslow (Minneapolis)"
<CWinslow@winscap.com>, George Gnoss <ggnoss@gnossoffice.com>
Subject: RE: Council Meeting on Deer
Pancho are you forwarding these to Mary the City Manager...Larry brings up
good points about ivy and we're definitely not out of the drought yet.. with our
deer fencing, loss of plants and landscapers our damage is easily in the
thousands... also very threatening when we had 6 pointer bucks here.and had to
chase them out.... ANOPTHER POINT THE NUMBER OF DEER ARE
NEITHER GOOD FOR THEM NOR FOR US !!! many thx..here's to your
success and WARRIORS tonight...BEST
CAM BAKER
LARKMEAD VINEYARDS
Vintner & Grower Est. 1895
1100 Larkmead Lane, Calistoga, CA 94515
P: (707) 942-0167
F: (707) 942-6934
www.larkmead.com
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-----Original Message----From: FPG [mailto:fpg@belcap.com]
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2016 9:22 AM
To: Lawrence Wheat
Cc: Marshall Turner; John Owen; Wyman Harris; Carolyn Hansen; John
Telischak; James Campbell; Claire McAuliffe; Clark Winslow (Minneapolis);
Cam Baker; George Gnoss
Subject: Re: Council Meeting on Deer
Thank you, Larry, for taking the time to support us. There are 60-70 more, like
you and Ann, who have had similar concerns. That is just the number who have
pledged support. There are more'
Best, Frank
Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 13, 2016, at 8:20 AM, Lawrence Wheat
wrote:
Frank,
I support what the deer committee is recommending but I am
unable to attend the meeting tonight.
Over the past few years I have lost hundreds of dollars of
landscaping
that was supposed to be deer resistant. When we have droughts
they will eat anything. They even ate my ivy last year which had
never happened before.
My biggest concern has been safety. Since I live on West Shore
Road we have to be especially alert to deer at night standing in the
middle of the road when you come around a curve and then there
are the really scary ones that dart out between parked cars.
Thanks for your efforts to help reduce this escalating problem.
Larry Wheat
65 West Shore Road
Belvedere, CA 94920
415-847-0841
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RECEIVED
JUN 13 2016
Jeri Lynn Johnson
118 Bella Vista Avenue
Belvedere, CA 94920
(415)713"7671
jerilynn.johnson@gmail.com

City of Belvedere

June 13, 2016

Belvedere City Council
Belvedere, CA 94920

Ladies and Gentlemen:
I will not be able to be at the meeting on this evening concerning the deer problem on the island. We
have lived at 118 Bella Vista (aka 209 Bayview) since 1983.
About 14 years ago I contracted Lyme disease as the result of a tick bite. I contracted the Lyme bacteria,
another bacteria and two types of parasites from the bite. A deer that came through our yard in
Belvedere likely carried the tick. Deer are the most common source of Lyme infected ticks.
I was not finally diagnosed with Lyme disease until after many years of testing. f had not found a tick or
developed the classic bull's eye rash (50% of those infected don't, as many of the ticks that carry Lyme
disease are tiny). The medical profession was very slow in believing that Lyme disease had come to
California. My symptoms were extremely debilitating. They thought I had lupus or scleroderma. There
are still many doctors that confuse Lyme disease with many other ailments.
After many years of research and testing, I was tested by the leading test lab in the US and those tests
resulted in a clear unambiguous Lyme disease diagnosis.
I will never be fully cured; I will need to take several medications every day for the rest of my life.
Several of my vertebrae have been damaged, I have permanent nerve damage, and, while the
medication has improved my health it is expensive and I still have recurring joint pain, leg swelling etc.
A young man who is a friend of my husband has Lyme disease and it is causing him to lose his sight (in
addition to the symptoms I have); his doctors have tried many things and various antibiotics but have
finally told him there is nothing they can do for him. Lyme disease is very serious.
As elected officials, I believe it is your responsibility to deal with the deer problem now. Deer are "cute";
so are mice etc. It is common knowledge that deer devour our plants and flowers. It is now clear that
Lyme disease has come to California and that deer are the problem and keeping them out of inhabited
areas is the solution. Deer belong in the woods, in the country, not in cities, not with people.

Merely sterilizing the females ls not a sufficient answer. There are too many deer in Belvedere and
their life span is much too long to rely on that solution alone.

Deer are hardly an endangered or

threatened species. My husband recalls that the research for the EIR for a Novato development
concluded that the deer population in Marin County is one of the densest in the US. They simply have
no predators. Deer get into our yard almost daily now, even though it is fenced (4-6 feet) and we have
large dogs. We have even seen them on the flat roof of our neighbor's house across from us on Bayview
(110 Bayview). Driving home at night, the streets are full of them. The problem continues to get worse
and worse.
If you do not take decisive action now, I don't see how you can deny Belvedere residents the right to
erect a deer fence (at least 8 'high) to protect our property and preserve our health.

Sincerely,

Jeri Lynn Johnson

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Miriam Ganz daisybugg21@aol.com
Fwd: June 13 City Council Meeting
Today at 1:25 PM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk afoulis@cityo!belvec!ere.org

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
nz
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Barry Tompkins' Out of My Mind: Oh, deer, what can the matter be?

Bay Area sportscaster Barry Tompkins, seen on Monday, Aug. 22, 2011, in Fairfax, Calif., began his career in San Francisco in 1965 and
has worked for HBO and Fox Sports Net. He is known for his work as a boxing commentator, but has covered football and other sports.
He lives nearby in Ross. (IJ photo/Frankie Frost
Posted: 05/28/16, 3:35 PM PDT I
l Comment
I am here this week to offer a small bit of advice. If you are a biped, you needn't be concerned. Just go on about your Sunday embracing the day and
the glorious place that we live.

If however, you are a quadruped with a relative that just happens to be named Bambi, RUN. RUN FOR YOUR LIFE!! But only if you live in
Belvedere.

It seems that the deer who inhabit the island of Belvedere have come under the scrutiny of that most dangerous of all predators - a committee. There
is a hue and cry these days to dissuade these literally doe-eyed creatures from doing what they must do in order to continue doing anything - eating.
The unfortunate fact for both the deer and the committee is that they (the deer, not the committee) are herbivores, and thus get their greatest joy from
ingesting everything that grows in the ground or on bushes or trees. The deer, for their part, particularly enjoy flowery offerings that require the most
finite of pruning by the most devout green-thumber. Of which Belvedere apparently has many, and which in large part accounts for the forming of the
aforementioned committee.
It is also likely the reason that the deer moved to Belvedere in the first place deer is like having a Dover sole filleted and deboned for you at Gary Danko.

better restaurants. A melt-in-your-mouth prize-winning rose to the

I should offer an apology to my Belvedere friends. My wife and I are such bad gardeners that when we lived in Tiburon the deer rejected our foliage
and moved down the street to you.
Now, if you are a deer and reading this, 1) congratulations, and 2) pay attention. The committee is considering a couple of options. It is advocating the
hiring of a company called White Buffalo Inc., a Connecticut-based nonprofit that proudly proclaims that it specializes in "lethal and non-lethal" deer
population management. Only deer that are Belvedere homeowners - and I'm guessing there are only a couple - have a vote in this matter.

http:i/www.marinij.com/article /N0/201605 28/FEATURES/160529818
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The ,,Jethal" option is, as the Marin wildlife experts have said, "excessive." Well, yeah, particularly if you happen to be a deer in the gun sight of a
White Buffalo Inc. mercenary. Fear not, though; Anthony DeNicola, the founder of White Buffalo Inc., is quick to point out that, "People think that
because we kill, we lack compassion." That's a demand that I will always make. I will only hire compassionate killers. They never fail to send a
sympathy card to the parents and, not to mention an invitation to a venison dinner at the Rod and Gun Club.

And so we come to the second alternative - the non-lethal portion of the evening.
In this scenario all you philandering stags out there will be boogying like crazy down at the salt lick. This calls for the female portion of your number
to be shot with a tranquilizer gun and administered an ovariectomy, at absolutely no cost to the recipient. It is entirely an out-patient procedure - no
little fawns to fawn over ever again, no more prenatal natural childbirth classes, no more sleepless nights - and best of all, after a few years, no more
deer population in Belvedere.
Wait. What?
There are, according to the deer census bureau, approximately 100 deer living on the island of Belvedere. That would come to one deer for every 20
residents. Half of the deer - by sheer chance - are female. So that would mean 50 to 60 ovariectomies at $1,200 per. Or, roughly the cost of
building a fence for those who don't already have one - to keep the deer out and protect your precious roses.
All in favor ...

Barry Tompkins is a longtime sports broadcaster who lives in Marin. Contact him at barrytompkinsl@gmail.com.
Top Stories

Marin IJ Readers' Forum for .June U

Mario IJ Readers' Forum for June 10

( >

This Week's Circulars

TAP FOR CIRCULAR

TAP FOR CIRCULAR

TAP FOR CIRCULAR

STAPlES

http ://WWW. marinij .com/articie/N0/20160528/FEATURES/1605 29818

6/13/16, 1:21 PM
Page 4 of 6

Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Monday, June 13, 2016 1:38 PM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
Fwd: Deer

Begin forwarded message:
From: Michele Dillard
Date: June 13, 2016 at 1:14:10 PM PDT
To: Mary Neilan - City Manager <mneilan@cityofbelvedere.org>
Subject: Deer
Dear Mary,
I have been in contact with Wyman Harris about the deer committee’s work in Belvedere and
wanted to share a summary of my response to him (which was followed by a thoughtful and
lengthy discussion) so that a range of voices are on this issue before the city council decides
whether to move forward with seeking a permit for the proposed deer management plan.
For me personally, the deer are not an issue. I protect plants with deer netting and chalk up
losses of other foliage to the price of co-existing with nature, and enjoy seeing the deer
around. But I do appreciate that others do not share my views and know the deer committee is
trying to address real concerns in the community. I also am pleased the committee is only
considering non-lethal options, should a compelling case for intervention be made.
The question for me has been whether there are enough metrics and research to establish, among
other things, that (1) there is measurable deer population growth, (2) that experienced deer
researchers can say with some scientific certainty that 40 does on an island of this size is
untenable, (3) that there is some measurement of property damage or habitat/ecological damage
and that shows a significant negative impact, (3) any other evidence of increased deer/human
conflict such as vehicle collisions, (4) the deer are themselves not healthy due to overpopulation
(I heard the statistic that a significant number are found dead each year on Belvedere but the
question is why?) (5) that other alternatives have not worked (i.e., deer fencing, plant choices,
etc). (6) a clear case for the connection between size of the deer population and lyme disease in a
community here in CA (although arguably this latter point is a public health issue and needs to
be addressed with better education in the community).
I have spoken with the wildlife management team at HSUS and also understand the nature of
Marin HS and Wildcare’s concerns. It is important for people to understand that Belvedere
could not apply for a grant to HSUS until a permit has been issued by the state. That process in
the normal course necessitates that a compelling case for intervention be made based on various
metrics. So the first step by the council should be making sure that a thorough, independent
analysis has been done that makes a compelling case for deer management in the first
place. Should that case be made, the community might also benefit from a better understanding
why this specific sterilization plan is better than any other non-lethal options that were
considered.
Thanks so much,
Michele Dillard
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Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Monday, June 13, 2016 3:34 PM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
FW: Belvedere Deer Sterilization Proposal

From: John Busterud
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2016 3:33 PM
To: Mary Neilan - City Manager
Subject: Belvedere Deer Sterilization Proposal

Dear Ms. Neilan,
I will not be able to attend the June 13 City Council meeting due to a conflict but respectfully request that you
consider the following comments regarding the deer sterilization proposal on tonight's meeting agenda. I also
ask that you include this email in the supplemental materials to be provided to each Council Member as a part
of the record for the June 13 meeting.
My wife Gretchen and I live at 110 Bella Vista Avenue. Over the past four years we have become increasingly
concerned with the growing number of deer on Belvedere Island. The deer have virtually destroyed the
vegetation and landscaping on the north side of our property in recent years, significantly affecting our property
value and causing us to spend thousands of dollars to prepare plans for a deer fence and new plantings. This
work is not merely cosmetic but necessary in our view to avoid potential damage from soil erosion and runoff to
the bay. When aggregated across the City of Belvedere, this increased soil run off poses a very real risk to local
and regional water quality.
In addition to causing property damage and environmental degradation, I am increasingly encountering deer
on City streets at all hours of the day and on numerous occasions have had to brake or swerve to avoid hitting
deer which appear to show no fear of humans or vehicles. The runaway deer population thus creates a clear and
present danger to public safety that must be addressed with all deliberate speed.
For these reasons, I strongly support staff's recommendation that the Council authorize White Buffalo, Inc. to
submit the appropriate applications to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and proceed with the deer
sterilization program at the earliest possible date. The proposed program is both humane and necessary to
reduce risk to the public, property and the environment. I also urge the Council to hold a special meeting on
July 27 to allow Dr. Anthony DeNicola of White Buffalo, Inc. to make a presentation and respond to questions
from the community and the City Council.
Respectfully Submitted,

John W. Busterud
110 Bella Vista Avenue
Belvedere, CA 94920
Mobile: 415.533.0453
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Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susie DeCigaran
Monday, June 13, 2016 3:41 PM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
Deer Issue

Hi,
I just want to add my opinion against the recent proposal to eliminate the deer in Belvedere by forced sterilization of the
does.
As a 20‐year resident, it's been my experience that we've learned to co‐exist well with these beautiful creatures.
I've also read the information explaining how this procedure and it's aftermath can be harmful, even fatal, to a number
of the does. It sounds inhumane to me. Is this who we are, the next thing to the people who want to shoot the fallow
deer in Pt Reyes?
I'm suspicious of the "research purposes" intended by the CA Dept of Fish & Wildlife.
Susie DeCigaran
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Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Risa Grayson <graysons@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 16, 2016 9:29 AM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
please share with person in charge of deer project

Hello,
Just some input to share on controlling the deer population. There might be better alternatives.
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/06/nyregion/providing-birth-control-to-deer-in-an-overrun-village.html?_r=0
Thank you.

-Risa
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By LISA W. FODERARO JULY 5, 2013

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, N.Y. — When Mayor Peter Swiderski took office, he vowed to fulfill
a campaign promise to do something about the deer, which are seemingly everywhere in this
Hudson River village.
Hunting them was impractical in such a densely populated place. Another proposed
method, “captive bolt,” which is used to stun or kill animals in slaughterhouses, was met with
outrage in some corners. Soon, an e-mail with a doctored photograph of the mayor wearing a
Hitler mustache started circulating, bearing the name Buck van Deer.
The deer would have to be lured with bait and netted before they could be killed with a
captive bolt.
“I realized there would be a public outcry every year and sabotage would be easy,” Mayor
Swiderski said. “It only takes a few people with vials of coyote urine to drive the deer away.”
Now this bedroom community about four miles north of the Bronx border, known for its
progressive politics and crunchy-granola culture, has settled on a less violent approach: birth
control. In an experiment to be undertaken with assistance from Tufts University’s Center for
Animals and Public Policy, Hastings hopes to become the first suburb in the United States to
control deer through immunocontraception, using the animal’s own immune system to prevent
it from fertilizing offspring.
“It’s brilliant,” said Dr. Allen T. Rutberg, the center’s director, referring to the
contraceptive vaccine, whose main ingredient, porcine zona pellucida, is extracted from pigs’
ovaries and prevents pregnancy. “It works on a lot of animals, even elephants.”
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Hastings-on-Hudson and nearby communities in Westchester County struggle with some
of the highest deer populations in New York. State officials rely on hunters to control the deer,
but hunting with firearms is prohibited in Westchester because of the large human population.
In 2011, there were 16 car collisions involving deer in Hastings alone. Mr. Swiderski
contracted Lyme disease, transmitted by the deer tick, as did his wife and child, and he has
heard of scores of residents treated for Lyme.
Deer can be seen languidly walking through the village, and they have expanded their
palates, moving from longtime favorites like tulips to previously shunned plants like impatiens;
the bottom of the village’s 100-acre wood is now mostly barren.
Dr. Rutberg, whose center is part of Tufts’ Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine, has
researched deer contraception for years. To date, his work has focused on self-contained areas,
like Fire Island in New York and the fenced-in campus of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology in Maryland. He has achieved reductions in population of 50 percent over five
years. While Hastings is hemmed in by the Hudson River and the Saw Mill River Parkway, deer
can easily head south from Dobbs Ferry or north from Yonkers, communities that are likewise
overrun.
“Hastings will be challenging,” Dr. Rutberg said. “From a research perspective, islands
make good subjects because you have some control over what goes on there. But if we really
want to see if it will work in contexts where it matters, then we need more open communities,
and Hastings will be the first one. The success of the project will depend at least as much on the
deer as on us.”
Hastings, which measures about two square miles, is believed to be home to as many as 70
to 120 deer. Biologists and federal officials say that a maximum of 5 to 15 deer per square mile
is tolerable. Some studies indicate that female deer can live their whole lives within a
quarter-mile of where they were born. “It’s likely that 90 percent of the females we inject will be
local,” Dr. Rutberg said.
That would bode well for the Hastings project, which could be undermined by a sudden
influx of deer from other towns. In May, Dr. Rutberg and Mayor Swiderski met with officials
from the state’s Department of Environmental Conservation to discuss the use of contraception.
“They are skeptical,” Mr. Swiderski said. “They think migration will overwhelm the
program unless it’s a closed system.”
But Dr. Rutberg plans to submit an application to the department within a month; the
program could begin in the winter. Dr. Rutberg said the deer would be tranquilized, tagged and
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injected with the vaccine once every two years.
More than 50 residents have volunteered to help with the effort. Some will track the
movement of deer in their neighborhoods, recording their frequency and herd size. Others will
put out potted plants — perhaps oak seedlings and hostas — to see if their consumption by deer
declines after the program gets under way. Still others, like Eve Martin, a local veterinarian, are
willing to help with the actual injections.
The program is estimated to cost $30,000 for the first two years. An animal rights group
has already donated $12,000 to the effort, and Mr. Swiderski is confident that the village can
raise the rest. “Hastings has a strong character of nonviolence,” he said. “With captive bolt,
there would have been a polarizing battle every year that wouldn’t have done the village any
good.”
“Deer have entered our backyards and essentially become unruly guests,” Dr. Rutberg said.
“We are bound by suburban rules in dealing with them, and violence is not how we deal with
neighbors we don’t like.”
A version of this article appears in print on July 6, 2013, on page A14 of the New York edition with the headline: A
Kinder, Gentler Way To Thin the Deer Herd.

© 2016 The New York Times Company

Alison Foulis - City Clerk
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Neilan - City Manager
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 8:55 AM
Alison Foulis - City Clerk
FW: Deer Sterilization Proposal

Mary Neilan, City Manager
City of Belvedere
450 San Rafael Ave.
Belvedere, CA 94920
(415) 435‐3838
(415) 435‐8906 (direct)
From: Lowell, Frederick K. [mailto:frederick.lowell@pillsburylaw.com]
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2016 10:06 AM
To: Mary Neilan - City Manager
Subject: RE: Deer Sterilization Proposal

Ms. Neilan:
I am writing with respect to the deer abatement proposal on tonight's Council agenda. I strongly favor any humane
plan which will abate the deer problem.
I reside at 201 Golden Gate Avenue where deer have posed a persistent problem for years. Belvedere residents have
spent thousands of dollars and hours trying to protect their properties from the herds of deer that continue to roam
unchecked and which occasionally threaten pedestrians.
Deer may look like Bambi, but they are pests, just like rats and mice. The City has the right and the obligation to
engage in responsible animal control.
Accordingly, I urge the City to vote in favor of the two agenda items relating to the deer sterilization proposal.
Very truly yours,
Fred Lowell

The contents of this message, together with any attachments, are intended only for the use of the individual or
entity to which they are addressed and may contain information that is legally privileged, confidential and
exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this message, or any attachment, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
message in error, please notify the original sender or the Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman Help Desk at Tel:
800-477-0770, Option 1, immediately by telephone or by return E-mail and delete this message, along with any
attachments, from your computer. Thank you.
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