DEER FENCING TASK FORCE COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2017, 3:00 P.M.
BELVEDERE CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBERS
450 SAN RAFAEL AVENUE
BELVEDERE, CALIFORNIA
AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER
Welcome and introductions (Mayor Campbell)

OPEN FORUM
This is an opportunity for any citizen to briefly address the Deer Fencing Task Force Committee
on any matter that does not appear on this agenda. Upon being recognized by the Chair, please
state your name, address, and limit your oral statement to no more than three minutes. Matters
that appear to warrant a more lengthy presentation or Committee consideration may be agendized
for further discussion at a later meeting.
SCHEDULED ITEMS
1. Review purpose and scope of the Deer Fencing Task Force Committee as set by the
City Council: Review and make recommendations on regulations and procedures for
fences installed to deter deer from entering properties within the City.
2. Establish goals for the work of the Committee.
3. Discuss the range of potential options to consider related to deer fencing.
4. Develop a list of information needed to consider options and to accomplish the
Committee’s goals.
5. Establish next steps, assignments, meeting schedule, and any other organizational
matters including election of Committee chair.
ADJOURN
NOTICE: WHERE TO VIEW AGENDA MATERIALS
Staff reports and other writings distributed to the Committee, including those distributed after the posting date of this agenda, are
available for public inspection at Belvedere City Hall, 450 San Rafael Avenue, Belvedere. To request automatic mailing of agenda
materials, please contact the Deputy City Clerk at 415-435-8908.

NOTICE: AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
The following accommodations will be provided, upon request, to persons with a disability: agendas and/or agenda packet
materials in alternate formats and special assistance needed to attend or participate in this meeting. Please make your request at
City Hall or by calling 415/435-3838. Whenever possible, please make your request four working days in advance.

Posted: 04/20/2017

Deer Fencing Design Review Exception Approvals, 2016‐2017 (to date)
Staff maintains a log that tracks approvals of design review exemption
applications for deer fencing. For illustrative purposes, the below deer fencing
projects have been approved in the past one+ year.
Date

Address

Street

02/06/17

20

Eucalyptus

Approval
Repair deer fence
and wood wall

09/05/16

110

Bella Vista

deer fencing

06/13/16

50

Cliff

deer fencing

There can be other design review project approvals that incorporate deer fencing,
but those are not tracked separately.

BELVEDERE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 19.48.190
19.48.190 Residential zones—Certain facilities and structures permitted in yards. All
facilities and structures permitted in yards are subject to Design Review, unless explicitly
exempted pursuant to Chapter 20.04.015. Maximum heights for facilities and structures in yards
shall only be allowed where there is no significant view blockage. Provided that adequate access
for public health and safety is maintained, the following structures and facilities are permitted in
required yards in residential zones, subject to the limitations herein:
A.
Fences. Fences are permitted in any yard as follows:
1.
Fences shall be permitted to a maximum height of six feet above grade
with decorative elements permitted up to a height of six feet--six inches at reasonable intervals.
2.
Fences shall be located at least two feet from the adjacent curb or
pavement edge.
3.
Where a yard abuts water, a fence parallel to the water shall be limited to
four feet in height above Existing Grade.
4.
A trellis or arch over an opening in a fence is permitted to a maximum
height of nine feet.
5.
Subject to the provisions of Chapter 8.28 of this Title, a hedge, as defined
in Section 8.28.020, may exceed the height limit for fences where the extra height is agreed upon
by all immediately adjacent neighbors.
6.
Fences in the R-1L and R-2 zoning districts may exceed six feet in height
(6’) to a maximum height of eight feet (8’) from Existing Grade, with decorative elements
permitted up to six inches higher at reasonable interval, with design review approval, and based
on consideration of the following factors:
a.
The degree to which a higher fence is necessary and reasonable to
provide privacy for adjoining properties, or to screen certain features from neighbors or public
view;
b.
Whether consent of neighbors whose properties adjoin the
proposed fence has been obtained;
c.
The degree to which a higher fence is appropriate due to the
relative heights of buildings and building features on adjoining properties, such as floorplate
heights, window heights, and overall building heights;
d.
The degree to which a higher fence is appropriate due to variations
in terrain, including steep or irregular topography, that may render a lower fence aesthetically or
functionally impractical or undesirable;
e.
Where it is unreasonable to achieve the benefits that would be
gained from a higher fence by landscaping alone.
7.
Fences or walls exceeding six feet in height pursuant to Section
19.48.190(A)(6) above shall be measured as follows:
a.
The height of a fence or wall is measured using the plumb vertical
distance between the Existing Grade at the base of the fence or wall to the uppermost part of the
fence or wall.
b.
The height of a fence or wall is measured on both sides of the
structures, with the taller of the two measurements defined as the actual height of the fence or
wall.

c.
Fences built upon a retaining wall must be setback one foot (1’)
from the edge of the retaining wall for the fence height to be measured from the top of the
retaining wall, not the lower ground level below.
B.
Cisterns, steps, walks, ramps, retaining walls, paving slabs, and decks are
permitted in yards provided that no such cistern, step, walk, ramp, retaining wall, paving slab, or
deck exceeds four feet above grade at its highest point. Handrails and guardrails on steps, walks,
ramps, and decks may exceed height limitation.
C.
Driveways and retaining walls required to support driveways are permitted in
front yards.
D.
Where a rear yard abuts water, boat davits under six feet in height (as measured
from the surface of the adjacent dock) and one dock and/or one float are permitted, subject to
limitations established in Section 20.06 of this Title.
E.
A platform for off-street parking or an elevated driveway is permitted provided
that:
1.
No part of a parking platform is closer than three feet from the improved
street line.
2.
No parking platform or elevated driveway has a roof.
3.
No wall, fence, guardrail, handrail or trellis be constructed on a parking
platform or elevated driveway in excess of forty-eight inches in height and no trash enclosure
greater than forty-six inches in height as measured from the adjacent platform or driveway
surface.
F.
In the R-1C and R-15 zones, where the average lot slope within the first forty feet
of the front property line (across the entire width of the lot) exceeds twenty percent, the setback
for a residential carport or garage may be reduced to a distance of zero feet, provided that the
nearest point of the residential carport or garage is at least three feet from the improved street
line, and provided the residential carport or garage is still twenty feet distant at all points from
the opposite improved curb or improved street line. The Planning Commission's approval of
such reduced setback shall be based upon the existing streetscape, the degree to which the
proposed structure does not block existing views from the street, the width of the street at the
site, and the ability of the applicant to provide off-street parking within the usual setbacks. If
any living spaces exist or are proposed under or above such garage or carport, the garage or
carport shall be required to meet the setback requirements for houses and other structures unless
such living spaces are located entirely below the elevation of the street at the lot frontage.
G.
In the R-2 zone, front and side yards for residential carports or garages shall be
zero feet for existing structures. For new residential carports or garages, and for additions to
existing carports or garages, front and side yards shall be five feet.
H.
Where a building wall is not parallel to a parcel line, or where a building wall
does not follow a continuous unbroken alignment, a portion of the roof overhang may project
into a required yard provided that:
1.
The average depth of the setback is at least equal to the required setback
otherwise required for the parcel, and
2.
The setback is never less than seventy percent of the required setback
otherwise required for the parcel.
I.
In-ground swimming pools and spas, where no portion of the pool, spa, pool or
spa equipment, or decking exceeds four feet above grade, are permitted in the rear yard setback,
provided that no portion is closer to the rear property line than three feet and that equipment
complies with Chapter 8.10 of this Title and with the General Plan Noise Element.

J.
New construction involving vertical or horizontal extension(s) of four feet or less
of preexisting building encroachment(s) into required side and rear yards and vertical
extension(s) of four feet or less of preexisting building encroachment(s) into required front yards,
so long as the requested extension(s) will not, under the particular circumstances, increase the
encroachment or be detrimental to the health, safety, morals, comfort, convenience and general
welfare of the persons residing or working in the neighborhood of such proposed use, and will
not be injurious or detrimental to the property and improvements in the neighborhood of such
proposed use, or to the general welfare of the City.
K.
Air conditioners, condensing units, pumps, and compressors are permitted in side
yard setbacks provided that:
1.
They do not exceed four feet above grade at their highest point, and
2.
They are not closer than five feet from the property line in the R-15 zone
and not closer than three feet from the nearest property line in all other residential zones, and
3.
They comply with Chapter 8.10 of this Title and with the General Plan
Noise Element.
L.
Emergency generators are permitted in front yard setbacks under parking decks
and driveways provided that:
1.
The average lot slope within the first forty feet of the front property line
(across the entire width of the lot) exceeds thirty percent.
2.
They comply with Chapter 8.10 of this Code and with the General Plan
Noise Element.
3.
They are natural gas powered.
M.
Mailboxes are permitted in all yards and are subject to United States Postal
Service mailbox regulations for height, location, etc. (Ord. 2016-2 § 3, 2016; Ord. 2009-1 § 2,
2009; Ord. 2007-2 § 2, 2007; Ord. 2005-1 § 3, 2005; Ord. 98-8 § 3, 1998; Ord. 92-8 § 13, 1992;
Ord. 91-4 § 3, 1991; Ord. 89-1 § 1(part), 1989.)

City of Belvedere
Checklist
☐☐ Design Review Exemption Form
☐☐ Neighbor Noticing Memo
☐☐ Site Plan Indicating Fence 		
Location(s) and Property Lines
☐☐ Photos of Existing Conditions
☐☐ Color And Materials Samples

For more information contact:
City of Belvedere
Planning Department
450 San Rafael Avenue
Belvedere, CA 94920
415-435-3838
www.cityofbelvedere.org

Deer
Fence Exemption
Guidelines

emporary deer fences that conform to the
guidelines contained in this brochure will
be Exempt from Design Review.

T

A site plan and photographs of existing
conditions will be required as part of the
application.

This exemption applies to new temporary
fences that are installed specifically to preserve landscaping from deer.

The proposed fence must be located on
or within private property lines. Fences
enclosing public land will not be exempt.

To be considered a “temporary deer fence,”
the site plan and/or project description must
state that the fence will be removed within 2
years of the exemption date.

Neighbor Noticing Memos are required
for fences proposed on shared property
lines.
Within setbacks, fences shall be no greater
than 6-feet high as measured from existing grade. (See Drawings)

Every effort must be made to preserve existing landscaping. Any trees that are to be removed must be indicated on the site plan and,
depending on tree size, may require further,
separate Design Review approval.

An Exemption Form with complete
documentation will be reviewed within
one to two business days. Please include
photos or sample of fencing materials.

Fences must be 24 inches from any adjacent
curb or pavement.

EXEMPT DEER FENCE COLOR & MATERIALS

HOW TO MEASURE HEIGHT

There are no filing fees. Additional information and forms may be obtained from
City Hall and the website.

