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Welcome to the 41st Annual Town Meeting

Your Mayor and City Council

We hope you will find this meeting to be informative and inspiring, as we
review highlights of the past year; update you on upcoming projects and
programs; and, most importantly, honor an esteemed Belvedere citizen, as
2019 Citizen of the Year.
Belvedere is fortunate to have many people who are willing to step up and
volunteer to make our City better. The Citizen of the Year is a special honor
awarded to a person who embodies the spirit of service to community and
serves as an inspiration to others. Tonight, we gather as a community to
bestow that honor on John Scarborough, and, in so doing, reaffirm our own
commitment to making Belvedere an even better place.
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2019 City Highlights









Appointed Nancy Kemnitzer as Mayor, and James Campbell as Vice Mayor.
Convened an ad hoc Committee to Protect Belvedere’s Seawalls, Levees and Utilities,
and received recommendations from the Committee on an approach to protecting our
City.
Hired Amsterdam and NYC-based ONE Architecture, a global leader in waterfront
protection design, to assist in our efforts to design a shoreline protection system that
also provides co-benefits for the Community.
Constructed Golden Gate Lane, the first in a series of Lane projects funded through the
Council’s ”Lanes Initiative” that matches private and public dollars to provide dramatic
new opportunities to walk and enjoy Belvedere’s amazing views.
Initiated utility undergrounding in two neighborhoods. At completion of these
projects, 97% of Belvedere’s utilities will be undergrounded, which will protect the City
from fires sparked by downed wires.
Improved the Yellow Bus system with the introduction of new buses and operational
enhancements while also reducing the City’s financial contribution to this successful
transportation and traffic congestion relief program.
Hired a new Police Chief and Officer to create a nearly fully-staffed and enthusiastic
law enforcement group for the City.
Placed a renewed focus on emergency preparedness by naming an Emergency
Preparedness Manager; instituting a series of “Chipper Days” during fire season;
considering proactive measures for dealing with sea-level rise, earthquakes, and
evacuation; and constituting the Block Captain effort as a formal City Committee.
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Stay Connected to the City
Visit the City’s website online at:
www.cityofbelvedere.org

Sign up for notifications and community
alerts; stay up to date on road closures,
meeting times & cancellations, and view
current and archive agenda packets,
minutes and reports. All that and more can
be found on the City’s website!
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2019 — Year In Review
FY 2018-2019

Administration and Finance
Departments are responsible for the day-to-day
The City’s

operation of the City. Administrative responsibilities
include producing and maintaining official City
records such as: financial audits and budgets, City
Ordinances, administrative policies, and agendas,
minutes and resolutions.

The

Planning

Department

is

Revenue

Expenditure

Revenue

Expenditure

$6,911,324

$5,459,828

$7,122,798

$5,870,526

Fire Fund

$889,933

$1,533,082

$923,750

$1,690,600

Capital Fund

$545,418

$1,473,854

$619,190

$1,715,500

$8,346,675

$8,466,764

$8,665,738

$9,276,626

General Fund

TOTAL

responsible

for

the

implementation of the City’s General Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and
Design Review Ordinance. Planning Staff reviews applications for
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act. The
Planners work closely with applicants, the Planning Commission,
outside agencies and the community to address the potential
impacts of new development.
The role of the

Building Department is

Public Works Department

2019

Percent
Change

Administrative Design
Reviews

391

343

-12%

Planning Commission
Project Reviews

54

71

31%

2018

2019

Percent
Change

284

284

0%

$23,312,018

$24,162,674

4%

2888

485

*NOTE

Building Permits
Valuation
Inspections

*NOTE: IworQ system consolidates multiple inspections on a
given visit into a single item (previously counted separately).
Also not counted are Investigatory inspections or resale
inspections.

is to provide the

citizens of Belvedere with the highest standard of public facilities
consistent with sound engineering practices and fiscal responsibility.
The Public Works Manager supervises staff in the general
maintenance and repair of roadways, storm drains, traffic signs, City
facilities, public parks, and other federal and state regulatory duties.

It is the mission of the Belvedere

2018

to promote life

safety, health, and welfare for the City’s residents and visitors
by ensuring that construction projects comply with the intent
and standards of the Codes, and to insure that all buildings and
structures within Belvedere are safe. Building staff are
responsible for the administration of and compliance with
Federal, State, and Local codes related to buildings and
occupancy use.
The goal of the

FY 2019-2020

Police Department

2018

2019

Percent
Change

Encroachment
Permits

681

594

-13%

Road Closures

115

113

-2%

2017

2018

2019

Arrests

4

9

5

-44%

Felonies

4

10

8

-20%

Misdemeanors

36

30

33

10%

Citations

327

215

170

-21%

Accidents

18

13

15

15%

to

provide safety and security through police services; enforcement
of the laws in the interest of justice; cultivation of a strong feeling
of community; and promotion of a sense of compassion and
concern for the quality of life for all who live and visit the City.
The Department provides 24-hour a day patrol with a
well-trained, full service police team employing the latest in
modern police practices and equipment.

Percent Change
2018-2019

